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SUBJ: THWARTED COUP PLOT 

1. MINISTER OF DEFENSE AVEROFF CALLED ME THIS MORNING TO SAY THAT 
"EVERYTHING IS OVER, " THE COUP PLOT HAS 

BEEN BROKEN UP. HE SAID THAT EVERYTHING WAS "UNDER CON- 
TROL" IN THE COUNTRY. 

2. AVEROFF ELABORATED ON SOME OF THE INFORMATION THAT 
HE PASSED TO ME LAST NIGHT (ATHENS 1521). HE SAID THAT 
INFORMATION CONCERNING A PLANNED COUP HAD COME TO HIS AND 
CARAMANLIS' ATTENTION OVER RECENT DAYS AND THAT AS THEY 
INVESTIGATED THE MATTER THEY WERE ABLE TO IDENTIFY ABOUT 
"TEN OFFICERS THAT WERE DEFINITELY INVOLVED IN THE PLOT. 

HE SAID THEY ALSO HAD STRONG SUSPICIONS ABOUT SOME OTHERS. 
THEREFORE HE AND CARAMANLIS DECIDED TO GO AHEAD AND CALL 
THE ALERT YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND ARREST THE "TEN" 

KNOWN CONSPIRATORS "PLUS A FEW MORE." HE SAID THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO TAKEN "OTHER MEASURES" TO ASSURE 
EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER THE SITUATION. HE SAID HE WOULD 
TALK TO ME MORE ABOUT IT LATER AND THAT SOME OF THE "OTHER 
MEASURES" WOULD BE KNOWN LATER ON. 
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3. AVEROFF WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE HOPED SOME OF THE 
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MORE VOCAL POLITICIANS THAT HAVE BEEN CALLING FOR A 
MORE RAPID AND THOROUGH GOING PURGE OF THE ARMED FORCES 
WOULD TAKE HEED FROM WHAT HAS HAPPENED. HE SAID THAT 
SOME OF THE MOST BLATANT AND IRRESPONSIBLE CALLS 
BY POLITICIANS FOR "PUNISHMENT" OF THE MILITARY WERE 
LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVOKING THESE "YOUNG OFFICERS" 

WHO HAD PLANNED THIS COUP ATTEMPT. (COMMENT. I WAS IN 
AVEROFF'S OFFICE A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN HE WAS PLEADING 
WITH CENTER UNION/NEW FORCES LEADER GEORGE MAVROS TO CALL OFF 
ONE OF HIS PARTY STALWARTS IN THE PARLIAMENT WHO WAS 
ATTACKING THE HELLENIC ARMED FORCES.) 

4. AVEROFF INDICATED HE THOUGHT THE BREAKUP OF THIS 
YOUNG COUP-PLANNING GROUP WOULD RESULT IN SOME RELAXA- 
TION OF TENSIONS IN THE MILITITARY. (COMMENT. BUT THAT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN.) 

KUBISCH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, POLITICAL MILITARY RELATIONS, PLOTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ATHENS01542 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750066-0045 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975021 6/aaaaaogv. tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 JUN 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <09 OCT 2003 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THWARTED COUP PLOT 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, GR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



